
July 14, 2015 

Open letter to the Board of Parks Commissioners 

On behalf of my forest and my community, I call on you to resoundingly reject the Natural Area and 

Greenbelt Supplemental Use Guidelines proposed by Seattle Parks and Recreation. 

For more than 7 years, I have served as a volunteer Forest Steward for Schmitz Preserve Park. At a typical 

volunteer event, I like to share with people why we are working so hard pulling out invasive English ivy, 

maintaining a damaged trail or planting conifer trees in the winter rain. 

Our forests provide habitat to wildlife. They clean our air and water. They provide our community with a 

shared space to reconnect with nature. Somehow I can’t imagine my community rallying together to restore 

this sensitive old growth forest if I told them “We are here today to provide scenery for a mountain bike 

skills course and a zip-line operated by a private company.” 

Schmitz Preserve Park is one of the many natural areas that would be affected by these shortsighted and 

deleterious guidelines proposed by Seattle Parks, which would open up our natural areas for “development” 

and “active recreation” – amenities that could be provided for elsewhere in our already developed parks. 

As stewards of the land, the greatest gift that we can give to future generations is to preserve and restore 

these sensitive habitats in their natural state, unmolested by bulldozers, chainsaws and noise pollution – the 

kinds of impacts that invariably come with “development.” Encroaching on our natural areas under the 

guise of serving a rapidly growing population demonstrates a lack of creativity in our Seattle Parks 

leadership and their myopic understanding of Multiple Use. 

This is about habitat. This is about equity and environmental justice for our community. Please reject the 

Natural Area and Greenbelt Supplemental Use Guidelines. 

A shared vision for our parkland 

I propose a different set of guidelines for Seattle Parks – to reaffirm their responsibility to preserve and 

restore our natural areas. We can meet the recreational needs of a growing city without sacrificing a single 

tree in our forests and wetlands. 

 Designate all natural areas as Wildlife Sanctuaries, including forested parks, wetlands, marine 

preserves and greenbelts; free from development in perpetuity with the except of open and 

accessible, low-impact trail systems. 

 Mandate Seattle Parks and Recreation to redevelop our underused, previously developed parkland 

to meet the emerging recreational needs of our community. 

This is about habitat. 

We have worked hard to restore and protect these ecosystems for wildlife habitat and for the enjoyment of 

all. The citizens of Seattle have voted with their feet, gloves and shovels. Since the founding of the Green 

Seattle Partnership, we have contributed more than 500,000 volunteer hours to the ecological restoration 

of our natural areas – enhancing their ecosystem services, wildlife habitat and the recreational enjoyment 



of everyone - equally. There is precious little of our forests and wetlands remaining. Our low-impact trail 

system is the only sustainable way to preserve these sensitive habitats for future generations. 

This is about equity and environmental justice. 

Our urban forests and natural areas provide many people with their only opportunity to access nature – for 

free, regardless of income, physical ability or access to resources to drive out of the city. Contrary to what 

the proposed guidelines state, the development of our greenspaces for commercially operated zip-lines and 

fee-for-service ropes courses is not an equitable way for us to share and experience nature. 

Redevelop the previously developed. 

Our city can provide both services and recreational opportunities to a growing population WITHOUT 

sacrificing our natural areas to so-called “development”. We can have our parks and eat them too, so to 

speak. I acknowledge that a (small) part of our community would like to see new recreational amenities in a 

semi-forested, natural landscape. Why not create a ropes course or mountain bike trail through an 

underused area of our parkland that is already “developed”? This is the same way that we accommodate 

other people in our community, such as skate boarders, swimmers, dog-walkers and swing set enthusiasts. 

Seattle Parks should adopt guidelines to REDEVELOP underused parks in under-served neighborhoods such 

as Beacon Hill and Delridge. For example, more than 300 acres of parkland is encompassed by the three 

largest Seattle Parks golf courses: Jackson Park, Jefferson Park and the West Seattle Golf Course – a total 

area greater than Seward Park. These publically owned “parks” are operated by a private company, Premier 

Golf Center LLC – gated and closed to their surrounding communities, except to those who can afford the 

entrance fees. Why do we reserve such a disproportionately large area of our parkland for such a small 

segment of our population?  

We can provide new services to our community, including zip-lines, mountain bike paths and ropes courses 

by redeveloping one of these depressingly underused parks – without sacrificing any of our remnant forests 

and wetlands. 

Reaffirm our commitment to a healthy urban forest. 

It is time to remind Seattle Parks of its responsibility to preserve and protect our forested parkland. We call 

on you to REJECT these supplemental use guidelines. Do you want to be remembered as the Parks 

Commissioners who protected our forests at this crucial point in our city's history? Or do you want to be the 

people who sacrificed our remaining wilderness in the interest of commercialization and development? 

The choice is yours. 

Sincerely, 

Dylan Thomas Mendenhall 

Forest Steward, Schmitz Preserve Park  

www.schmitzpreserve.org  


